The Virtues of Atheism
Some believers consider atheism dangerous for society because they think that their religion is the source of all virtue. Without belief in god, they think, people would have no reason not to commit all manner of horrible crimes. But I have found that an atheist worldview can also be the inspiration for some profoundly virtuous norms. For example, 
Humility
· Atheists know that we don’t have a hot line to an all-knowing, all-wise god. Our guidance, at least on empirical questions, usually comes instead from science.
· Science is the most humbling source of authority. It requires an attitude of skepticism – not cynicism, but a spirit of questioning. It reminds us that we could always be wrong and forces us to try to disprove our own hypotheses and to engage respectfully with our critics. Even when we come up with better answers, we know they are only provisional – the best we can do until a better theory comes along.
Open-mindedness and curiosity
· Humility encourages atheists to keep an open mind. If our truths are provisional, there is always a chance that we could learn from someone else.
· And you never know where a better idea will come from, as there is not just one source of authority, so it pays to be curious.
Personal responsibility
· Because there is no deity to forgive us, we realize that the only forgiveness to be had is what we give one another. 
· More generally, we have no blessed assurance that injustices will be redressed in an afterlife. If things are going to be made right, we cannot excuse our inaction by hoping that a deity will do it for us. It’s up to us. We are responsible for each other.
Focus
· Accepting that the life we have on Earth is the only life we get focuses our attention on making the most of it, right here, right now. 
Awe
· We don’t have to believe in a creator to appreciate the beauty of the natural world. Awe can come from contemplating how complexity and grandeur can evolve through simple processes repeating and interacting over unimaginable lengths of time.
Irreverence
· At the same time, awe is balanced by our healthy irreverence toward everything that is baselessly grand: puffed up and self-important.
